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Today’s weather 
Cloudy, 
some snow. 

É High: 36 
Low: 24 


Sunday: Some snow, 34 |25 
Monday: Breezy, 37 | 28 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 

O’Neill will resign 

as justice in January 

Ohio Supreme Court Justice 
Bill O’Neill said Friday that 
he will resign his seat in late 


January to continue his cam- 
paign for governor. A3 


High-speed transit: Cleve- 
land could soon be in com- 
petition with Columbus on 
developing the first Hyperloop 
route in Ohio that would zoom 
people and cargo through a 
system resembling large-scale 
pneumatic tubes. A3 


Nation<World 


Maria's death toll 
in Puerto Rico studied 


Hurricane Maria pummeled 
Puerto Rico with great fury, 
but the government there has 
reported an official death toll 
(16) far lower than the devas- 
tation suggests. A New York 
Times analysis puts the num- 
ber over 1,000. A7 


Russian meddling: FBI offi- 
cials warned Trump adviser 
Hope Hicks this year about 
repeated attempts by Russian 
operatives to make contact 
with her during the presiden- 
tial transition. A13 


U.S. added 228,000 
jobs in November 


The economy added 228,000 
jobs in November, slightly 
outpacing analysts’ expecta- 
tions, and unemployment held 
steady at 4.1 percent, federal 
economists report. A11 


Forum 


Did consultant taint 

pot licensure program? 
Opinion: Should the state halt 
and review its medical mari- 
juana licensure program be- 
cause a convicted drug felon 
had a hand in grading the ap- 
plications? Our editorial team 
weighs in. A15 


Sports 


Haslam to new GM: 
Find Browns a QB 


Browns owner Jimmy Haslam 
gave new GM John Dorsey his 
marching orders almost from 
the day they first met six weeks 
ago: Find the team a quarter- 
back. B1 


Diversions 


Orchestra soars 
with guest conductor 


Review: The Cleveland Or- 
chestra demonstrates that 
there’s something to be said 
for the freshness and vitality 
of a new acquaintance, espe- 
cially a conductor like Mikko 
Franck. P1 


cleveland.com 


Take a ride as an elf 
on the Polar Express 


Videographer 
Rachel Keck dresses 
up as a volunteer 
elf to take you 
inside the train car during an 
evening ride on the Cuyahoga 
Valley Scenic Railroad. The 
event is sold out, but you 
can still enjoy the ride at 
cleveland.com/metro 
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Justice for All 


House bill proposes Ohio bail reform 


Measure would require courts to assess defendants’ flight risk 


PETER KROUSE 
pkrouse@cleveland.com 


CoLumBus — Bail reform 
legislation introduced by 
two Ohio state representa- 
tives on Thursday could lead 
to fewer defendants being 
held in jail simply because 
they can’t afford the cost of 
bail. 

Ohio House Bill 439, in- 
troduced by Rep. Jonathan 
Dever of Madeira and Rep. 
Timothy Ginter of Salem, 


both Republicans, would 
require courts to use the 
results of a “validated risk 
assessment tool” as part of 
their bail-setting decisions. 
A common practice has 
been for judges to rely 
largely on the nature of a 
crime when setting bail, but 
new methods of sizing up 
defendants allow courts to 
better predict whether those 
defendants pose a flight risk 
or a danger to the commu- 


nity. 


The introduction of the 
legislation follows nearly 
two years of coverage and 
advocacy on the issues of 
bail reform by cleveland 
-com and The Plain Dealer 
in its ongoing Justice for All 
series. 

The House bill also man- 
dates that the Ohio Crimi- 
nal Sentencing Commission 
compile a list of validated 
risk assessment tools and to 
monitor court bail practices 
and pretrial supervision 


services using a centralized 
database. 

A number of advocacy 
groups have been pushing 
for the use of risk-assess- 
ment tools. The Ohio Crimi- 
nal Sentencing Commission, 
created in 1990 by the Ohio 
General Assembly, formed a 
committee on bail and pre- 
trial services to study the 
issue. 

It released a report in 
March of this year that rec- 
ommended courts establish 


a pretrial system that uses 
an “empirically based assess- 
ment tool” to help determine 
if somebody should be re- 
leased from jail or kept in de- 
tention while awaiting trial. 

Lucas County, which in- 
cludes Toledo, had already 
adopted the Laura and 
John Arnold Foundation 
risk-assessment tool for 
its courts and has seen its 
failure-to-appear rate go 
down while those awaiting 
trial have committed fewer 
crimes. 


SEE BAIL | A4 


Lighting up holiday memories 


KYLE LANZER | SPECIAL TO THE PLAIN DEALER 


arloads of visitors drive through General Electric's Nela Park lighting display presented 
for the first time since the 1950s. GE decided to bring back the lighted drive-through 
in the heart of the East Cleveland campus, inspired by visitors who fondly remembered 


the tradition. The event, discontinued after 1958 because of huge traffic jams, is re-creating 


displays from the past, but using LED lights. It will continue Dec. 15 and 22 from 6 to 9 p.m. 


© cleveland.com See more photos of Nela Park’s holiday lights. cleveland.com/metro 


Transportation 


Gearing up for protected bike lanes 


Millions designated for ‘highways’ down the middle of underused streets 


STEVEN LITT 
slitt@ plaind.com 


Projects to create pro- 
tected bike lanes in Cleve- 
land received a major boost 
Friday from the Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinat- 
ing Agency. 

The board of the trans- 
portation planning agency 
announced at a meeting that 
it would allocate $47 million 
in federal transportation 
funds to 21 projects, in- 


cluding two that would cre- 
ate the first major protected 
bike lanes in the city. 

NOACA allocated 
$8.3 million for construc- 
tion in 2020 by the city 
of the first leg of the Mid- 
way, which would extend 
2.5 miles along the middle 
of Superior Avenue from 
Public Square to East 55th 
Street. 

Envisioned by bike advo- 
cates and developed with 
the help of NOACA and the 


city of Cleveland, the Mid- 
way would eventually con- 
stitute a system of “bicycle 
highways” running down 
the center lanes of more 
than 50 miles of wide, un- 
derused streets that once 
carried streetcars. 

NOACA also allocated 
$6.1 million for the city’s 
planned construction in 
2022 of the proposed Lo- 
rain Avenue Cycle Track, 
which would run along the 
north side of the avenue be- 


tween West 20th and West 
45th streets and the south 
side from West 45th to West 
65th. 

Protected lanes use curbs, 
landscaping or other barri- 
ers to separate bicyclists 
from traffic. 

Advocates consider such 
lanes — now catching on 
across the U.S. — as the saf- 
est way to get around cities 
on bikes. 


SEE BIKE | A4 


Marijuana 


Another 
pot ballot 
effort on 


tap for 18 


New legalization 
move is planned 


JACKIE BORCHARDT 
jborchardt @cleveland.com 


CoLumBus — The co- 
founder of Ohio’s 2015 
failed recreational mari- 
juana legalization measure 
plans to back a new legal- 
ization effort next year. 

Jimmy Gould, co-founder 
of ResponsibleOhio, and 
others plan to propose on 
Monday a “free market” 
recreational marijuana 
measure for the 2018 
ballot, according to a news 
release. Gould, along with 
ResponsibleOhio co-founder 
Ian James, unsuccessfully 
applied for one of the 
state’s medical marijuana 
cultivator licenses. 

Their company Cann- 
Ascend ranked in the 
middle of the pack of 109 
applicants for 12 licenses, 
state regulators said last 
week. 

The application was dis- 
qualified for an unknown 
reason. 

Gould and James did 
not immediately return 
phone calls seeking com- 
ment Friday afternoon. 

In a press conference 
last week, Gould threat- 
ened a new legalization 
ballot measure for a 
free-market system, with- 
out “self-selection.” 

The 2015 marijuana 
ballot issue would have 
limited commercial culti- 
vation to 10 pre-selected 
sites owned by campaign 
investors. 

Investors spent more 
than $20 million on the 
Issue 3 campaign, but the 
measure was defeated by a 
vote of 64 to 36 percent. 


SEE LEGAL | A4 


California wildfires 


Fires put air pollution ‘off the charts’ 


With smoke trapped by mountains, officials distribute breathing masks 


Scott WILSON 
AND MARK BERMAN 
Washington Post 


Osal, CALIF. — The Golden 
State burned on Friday, raging 
wildfires again cloaking South- 
ern California in nightmarish 
flame and towering smoke vis- 
ible from miles away. 

As the fires raged for a 
fifth day, much of the region 
also faced a lingering threat 
posed by the dense pillars of 


smoke. Public health officials 
warned of dangerously bad 
air quality and said it was 
particularly threatening for 
the elderly, children and peo- 
ple with respiratory or heart 
conditions. 

Los Angeles County issued 
smoke advisories, urging 
people to remain indoors 
when possible. Santa Bar- 
bara County officials said 
they expected some 50,000 
masks to be distributed. 


Phil Moyal, an air quality 
specialist in Ventura County, 
said the smoke was causing 
hazardous conditions there, 
especially in the Ojai Valley, 
which is surrounded by moun- 


tains trapping the smoke. 


“When we say ‘off the 
charts’ we mean off the 
charts,” Moyal said Friday 
about the air quality mea- 


surements. 


SEE FIRES | A13 


GREGORY BULL | ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Fire crews search for hot spots among destroyed 
homes in Fallbrook, California, on Friday. Winds 
that fueled the fires were calmer on Friday but are 
expected to pick up again over the weekend. 
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